I I FLORIDA HEALTH JUSTICE PROJECT, INC.

October 26, 2020
Re: Urgent request to consider Florida’s withdrawal as a Plaintiff in California v. Texas.
Dear Attorney General Moody,

We are writing to urgently and respectfully request that you withdraw as a Plaintiff from
California v. Texas,' a case that your office inherited from Florida’s prior Attorney General, Pam
Bondi.

Legal scholars, including those who had opposed the Affordable Care Act (ACA) and who
supported prior ACA legal challenges, have found the arguments in this case are utterly lacking
in merit. A range of experts has characterized the plaintiffs' arguments as “absurd, ludicrous,
flimsy and far-fetched.”" But, notwithstanding the lack of any legal merit, the case is now
scheduled for oral argument before the Supreme Court on November 10, 2020. Given that one
possible outcome would be a ruling limited to the current Plaintiff states, the need for Florida’s
withdrawal is all the more urgent. '

Our plea is made in light of the potentially devastating consequences that could flow from the
Court’s ruling. The timing could not be worse, as Floridians continue to battle COVID-19, as
well as the economic devastation of the shut-down. Any ruling that results in the weakening or
repeal of the ACA would further undermine the health and wellbeing of millions of Floridians
already suffering due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

The undersigned organizations and individuals are dedicated to ensuring access to affordable
health care, particularly for Florida’s most vulnerable residents. We bear witness to the hardship
and devastation wrought by the ongoing COVID-19 crisis.

We are also acutely aware of the positive impact that the ACA has had on the lives of millions of
Floridians and the potentially catastrophic consequences of this legal challenge. Since the
implementation of the ACA in 2010, Florida has seen a dramatic reduction in its uninsured
population.™ Florida leads the nation in health insurance enrollment under the ACA, with over
1.9 million Floridians signed up as of January this year."

In October of this year, the Urban Institute estimated that a repeal of the ACA would lead to a
57% increase in the share of nonelderly Floridians without health insurance coverage. After the
pandemic, the Economic Policy Institute reported that 867,110 Floridians lost employer provided
health insurance (EPHI).V' A repeal of the ACA would both prevent these newly uninsured
Floridians from accessing much-needed subsidized coverage, as well as eliminate coverage for
the almost 2 million Florida residents who were enrolled in a plan as of January 2020.V1i In the



face of historic joblessness, depriving newly unemployed and uninsured Floridians of the
necessary safety net provided through ACA marketplace subsidies would be a grave mistake.

In the coming months, the ACA will play a crucial role in Florida’s ability to manage the
COVID-19 crisis. With or without a vaccine, it is imperative that the maximum number of
Floridians have access to affordable treatment. From a public health standpoint, an increase in
Florida’s uninsured population would be disastrous, as the uninsured often avoid seeking
necessary medical attention.™

The repeal of the ACA in the midst of the COVID-19 crisis would also be devastating for
Florida’s aging population. The ACA’s prohibition of discrimination based on preexisting
conditions and age are especially important.** If the ACA were to be repealed, an estimated 8.4
million Floridians with pre-existing conditions could face higher premiums, benefit exclusions,
or even outright denial of coverage.

The COVID-19 crisis has completely upended the conditions and premises under which Florida
entered the lawsuit. Therefore, we, the undersigned, respectfully urge you to act in the interests
of Floridians by withdrawing from California v. Texas.

Sincerely,
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Miami Freedom Project
Miami Workers Center

National Association of Social Workers - Florida Chapter
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